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DEPT PASS INFO PRIORITY BANGKOK CANBERRA MANILA SEOUL VIENTIANE 
WELLINGTON 

REF : SAIGON 23900 

t ■* 

1. IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION WITH THIEU ACCOMPANIED BY 
BERGER, I GAVE HIM COPY OF WHITE HOUSE RESPONSE TO .HANOI’S 
BROADCAST. HE ASKED WHAT SIGNIFICANCE WE ATTACH TO HANOI’S 
STATEMENT, TO WHICH I REPLIED: 

m » 

A. CLEAR THERE HAS BEEN A CHANGE IN HANOI’S POSITION ON 

TALKS. UP TO NOW, THEY ABSOLUTELY OPPOSED UNTIL ALL BOMBING 
STOPPED, DEFINITELY AND FINALLY. NOW THEY ARE READY TO TALK 
EVEN IN ADVANCE OF CESSATION. • 

B. OUR NEXT STEP IS TO RR03E AND EXPLORE THESE INTEN¬ 
TIONS. I HAVE NO INFO AS WHERE AND WHEN. 

4 

C. THERE WILL BE NO' RPT NO STOP IN BOMBING OR IN 
MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH VIET-BAM. ' 

l 

D. WE WILL KEEP HIM AND OUR OTHER ALLIES INFORMED ON 

'RESULTS OF OUR TALKS. , • 

2. THIEU SAID HIS "FIRST IMPRESSION" WAS THAT THIS WAS 
PROPAGANDA MOVE DESIGNED TO PUT US ON SPOT IN EYES OF I.S. 

AND WORLD OPINION AND THAT HANOI’S INTENTIONS IN THESE TALKS 
WOULD BE CONFINED TO .NEGOTIATING FOR COMPLETE CESSATION OF 
BOMBING IN NORTH, WHILE THEY CONTINUE POLICY OF FIGHTING IN 
SOUTH AND INFILTRATING AND SUPPORTING SOUTH. THIS WOULD NOT 
RPT NOT BE ACCEPTABLE .HERE. - . 


3* I ASSURED HIM WE FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THIS, AND IF THAT IS 
ALL HANOI IS PREPARED TO TALK ABOUT OUR POSITION WAS VERY 
CLEAR. CESSATION OF ALL BOMBING IN NORTH WITHOUT OTHER STEPS 
BY HANOI TOWARD PEACE WOULD NOT BE ACCEPTABLE TO US EITHER. • 
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v 4, HE SAID HE WOULD BE MAKING STATEMENT, A^D WAS THINKING 
*' ALONG FOLLOWING LINES: 


r r 




>* , 


♦t 


A. IT SHOULD BE 8RIEF--"THE SHORTER THE BETTER". 

, j 

B. IT SHOULD NOT CONTAIN CONDITIONS. 

* # 

■ * 11 . f 

C. IT SHOULD SAY SAIGON HAS ALWAYS BEEN READY TO HEAR 
WHAT OTHER SIDE HAS TO SAY. 

D. IT WOULD REFER TO CONTINUING CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN 
US AND VN AS-TALKS PROGRESSED. 

i 

5'. T HIEU -SAID ?HE'-HAD TO “BE - VERY-CAREFUL , JlND^SO^ID WE . 'I N 
0 UR^ST‘ATEME NTS?-^! F - J HIS PEOPLE "GOT S TKE ID EA' f HAT -WE'-VER"E 
MOVING r^HEAD ^WITHOUT. REFERENCE >TO THEM. -THERE .WOULD^BE 
MOST SERIOUS TROUBLE IN COUNTRY AND FOR HIM. I ASSURED HIM 
WE WOULD NOT RPT NOT DO THAT AND WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT 
MADE THIS CLEAR. 


6. BERGER SAID HANOI WOULD NOW TRY TO DIVIDE VN AND US, 

AND BOTH SIDES HAD TO, BE VERY CAREFUL AND WORK IN CLOSEST 
COOPERATION. HE AGREED. 

t 

7. I SAID I WOULD PROBABLY HAVE TO SAY SOMETHING TO PRESS 
HERE, AND WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF I COULD SEE WHAT HE INTENDED 
TO SAY BEFORE HE ISSUED HIS STATEMENT SO THAT WE WOULD BE IN 
HARMONY. HE AGREED. 


8. I, SAW^KY SUBSEQUENTLY, AND.WENT.OVER SAME GROUND, AND 
HE WAS COOPERATIVE AS WELL. ONLY ADDITIONAL ITEMS IN THIS 
TALK WERE: 


A . HANOI_-WOULD -NOT RPT - NOT - TALK ’SERIOUSLY UNTIL LATER - ^ 
THIS.YEAR, PROBABLY NOT UNTIL AFTER US ELECTIONS.^MEANTIME 
THEY WOULD PRESS OFFENSIVE AND REENFORCE AND SUPPORT NLF 

- n • . . * 


IN ORDER TO BE IN STRONGEST POSSIBLE POSITION WHEN REAL NEGO 
TIATIONS START. 


B . E^SENXIAL-THAT SOUTH VIETNAMESE AND ALLIES FIGHT WITH 
UTMOST^STRENGTH-DURING TALKS SO THEY WILL BE IN,STRONGEST 
.POSITION WHEN REAL"'NEGOTIATIONS START. 




i . 
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9. COMMENT: ^l-S^OOPi:RATii/.E^mf|jD£|s& 
ON E:*OE«OOR3WO ST^W E CIOTf#^feETS^mr ( fiUST 


&&S 


S ON E:«OEsOUR^IO SWR EC 10 U^fSSETSAND^UST'^ E PRESER VED . 

-''THEY COULD HAVE REAL PROBLEMS, AND SO COULD WE, IF IDEA GOT 
AROUND THAT THEY WERE JUST A TAIL TO OUR DOG. I WANT TO IM¬ 
PRESS ON EVERYONE IN WASHINGTON THAT'lT IS OF UTMOST IMPOR¬ 
TANCE THAT WE NOT ONLY KEEP THEM INFORMED BUT THAT WE CON¬ 
SULT, SO THAT THEY HAVE SENSE OF PARTICIPATION. WE NEED NOT 
! RPT NOT TELL THEM EVERYTHING, BUT AS MUCH AS WE CAN, AND 
•‘{I FORM IS ALSO VERY IMPORTANT. THERE MUST NOT RPT NOT BE 
m APPEARANCE OF UNILATERAL ACTION OR UNILATERAL STATEMENTS. 

% WE ARE ENTERING PERIOD WHEN FEW EXTRA HOURS DELAY BEFORE 
I".MAKING STATEMENTS WILL PAY HANDSOME DIVIDENDS. I AM CON- 
■ ^FIDENT WE CAN TAKE THEM ALONG -WITH US AND MINIMIZE THEIR 
'.’-PROBLEMS IF WE ARE SENSITIVE TO THE REQUIREMENTS HERE. 


*2 .-» 


BUNKER 

BT 


NOTE: NOT PASSED BANGKOK CANBERRA MANILA SEOUL VIENTIANE 
- ' WELLINGTON’BY OC/T 4/4/68. 






